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From The Archives 
 

Friday 26 April 1985 – Cornwall Heritage Trust is launched. 
 

Western Morning News 
 

 
 

the first meeting of the newly formed Cornwall Heritage Trust in November 1984 – prior to the launch in ‘85 

The High Sheriff, Mr Robert Lyle, The Bishop of Truro, the Rt Rev. Peter Munford, Lord St Levan, Mrs June 

Lander, The Hon. Robert Eliot (Chairman), Mr James Penrose and Major Tony Hibbert 

 

Protecting Cornwall’s Heritage 

by James Mildren 
 

The strain of keeping together the 

accumulation of treasures in a stately home is 

difficult enough in these times;  preserving the 

patrimony of a country like Cornwall might be 

thought perfectly impossible. 

 

But a newly-launched group which laments the 

loss and damage to Cornwall’s heritage is 

determined to stop the rot. 

 

The Cornwall Heritage Trust, backed by an 

imposing list of Patrons, and supported by 

banks, businesses and Cornwall County 

Council, has launched itself into the battle to 

protect Kernow from further predation. 

 

Far from being rivals to like organisations 

whose aims might be seen to move in the same 

general directions, the new body clearly intends 

to make itself an indispensable ally.  And to 

add punch to patriotic favour, it will shortly 

appeal to the Cornish to dip generously into 

their pockets to provide a substantial cash sum 

to protect a unique heritage. 

 

There has been mounting concern in recent 

times throughout the length and breadth of  

  

Cornwall of the almost casual way in which the 

County’s treasures have been disposed of.  The 

Heritage Trust cites the concern over Land’s End 

and Lamorna Cove:  the sale of the Newlyn 

School paintings from Penzance:  the fate of such 

buildings as Stuart House in Liskeard and the 

deterioration of Truro’s Old Mansion House. 

 

Deplorable though many Cornish people may 

think certain changes may be, there has been up 

to the present, no single Cornish based 

organisation with the financial resources to 

provide an effective answer in a free market 

economy.  But the Cornwall Heritage Trust is 

determined to change that.  Trust organiser, Mr 

Bill Gregory-Meakin, of Kernock House, 

Pillaton, said: “We have got to be ready when a 

situation, an emergency, blows up, and we all 

know only too well how quickly they can occur.  

We must be ready to act if places of natural 

beauty or important buildings are threatened, or 

when there is a risk that some valuable 

document, historic picture or piece of furniture 

might be sold and removed from Cornwall.” 

 

The Trust already has the blessing of both the 

Cornish Assembly – from which it may be said 

to have sprung into existence – and Cornwall 

County Council, which has donated £5000 and 

offered a further £25,000 as a revolving fund. 
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It was the proposal to sell off Lamorna Cove, 

said Trust Secretary, Mr J G Menhinick, which 

spurred the Cornish Assembly, of which he 

was then a member, to action.  But its radio 

appeal fell far short of the target required, and 

it was then that the Assembly recognised the 

need to take a long-term look into what 

Cornwall needed if it was to adequately protect 

its heritage. 
 

Mr Menhinick sent out letters to people he 

thought might be interested in such a plan and 

suggested to a subsequent meeting that they 

should concern themselves with two pertinent 

questions – was such an idea viable and, if so, 

should they set up a charitable trust? 
 

He was agreeably surprised – and rewarded for 

long hours of work and study – to find that the 

meeting decided upon a positive answer to both 

questions.  Support, moral and financial, has 

come from other bodies such as the Federation 

of Old Cornwall Societies, the Cornwall 

Buildings Preservation Trust, the National 

Trust, Lloyds Bank, the National Westminster 

Bank, Television South West and Ranco 

Controls. 

 

“I cannot emphasise the importance of the 

Heritage Trust for the people of Cornwall,” 

said Mr Menhinick.  “We have come into being 

for them, for their heritage.  We really have lost 

so much these past 50 years.  Enough is 

enough.  We now want to try to stop further 

losses.” 

 
The mining depression of a hundred years ago 

scattered Cousin Jacks over the face of the 

earth.  Yet each, it seemed – as history itself 

has been an able witness – took with them an 

unforgettable picture of their homeland stored 

firmly in their memory. 

 

Cornwall is, to this day, written in the margin 

of the lives of those who have never witnessed 

her green and silver magic.  Grand Bard of the 

Cornish Gorsedd, Mr Hugh Miners, will be 

distributing appeal leaflets to the exiles in 

Canada and Australia on his travels shortly. 

 

The Hon. Robert Eliot, chairman of the 

Cornwall Heritage Trust, asks through that 

appeal:  “Can we afford to stand aside any 

longer and allow Cornwall’s heritage to 

disappear before our very eyes?” 

(report ends) 

 Heritage Champion 2009 
 

In the winter edition of the TORCH magazine, 

the journal of the RAEC and ETS Branch 

Association and the Educational and Training 

Services (Army) there is a section about Honours 

and Awards.  Featured is the following article: 
 

“Maj (Retd) J A Cuthill 
Congratulations to Maj John Cuthill on receiving 

the Sir Richard Trant Memorial Award – 

Heritage Champion 2009 from the Cornwall 

Heritage Trust.  John received the award in 

recognition of his service as Chairman (and 

member for 50 years) of the Newquay Rowing 

Club, his passion for Cornwall and the sea, and 

his commitment to the Club which takes an 

active part in the Cornish gig racing calendar, 

maintaining three pilot gigs built in the 19
th

 

century. 

 

It will no doubt be recalled that General Sir 

Richard Trant was closely connected to the 

RAEC, having been Colonel Commandant of the 

Corps from 1979 to 1986.  After a long career in 

the Army, Sir Richard, himself a Cornishman, 

dedicated the rest of his life in helping to secure 

and promote Cornwall’s heritage.  After his 

untimely death in October 2007, the Trust 

decided to set up an award in celebration of his 

life by honouring others in the same way.  
 

John Cuthill was commissioned in 1959 and 

retired from the Corps after 17 years’ service in 

the Army.  How memorable it should be that the 

first recipient of the Heritage Award should be a 

former RAEC officer – a fact which undoubtedly 

would have made Sir Richard proud. 
 

The Pilot Gigs of Newquay Rowing Club 
 

In the year 1812, Napoleon’s guns boomed and 

blasted around the beleaguered city of Moscow;  

in the same year, in a Cornish boatyard on the 

other side of the world, a remarkable vessel was 

being lovingly fashioned from Cornish elm.  

Napoleon’s guns have long since fallen silent and 

returned to dust, the vessel Newquay, continues 

today in active use at Newquay Rowing Club.” 

 

 More recently a very generous donation of 

£10,000 has been made to Cornwall Heritage 

Trust by a very close friend in memory of Sir 

Richard Trant;   the Trustees are considering 

suitable projects to make a lasting tribute in 

memory of Sir Richard. 

Details for the 2010 Competition on p 10 



 4 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 



 5 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

• 

• 

• 

  



 6 

 

• 

 

 

 

 

• 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 



 7 

 

o 

 

 

 

 

 



 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

 

 

  

 

 


