Things to consider when visiting Dupath Well
As with all off – site visits, a preliminary visit from the class teacher / leader is highly recommended.
Following on from our workshops here, we have detailed below things we hope you will find useful
when planning your visit.
Getting to Dupath Well
The site is well signposted on the A388 (Saltash to Launceston). Follow the signs until you reach the
farm yard. There are a couple of parking spaces allotted for visitors by the barn on the left hand side
as you enter the yard. There is enough room for a large coach to drop off / pick up and turn around.
This is the only way into and out of the site.

Our experience - the main challenges
Dupath Well is a tucked away surprise. It is situated down a rough track leading from a busy
farmyard and suddenly it appears in a fenced off area looking rather out of place but intriguing
nonetheless. It would be useful for children to close their eyes and imagine a time before road
transport and the farmyard gone and countless pilgrims trudging country lanes and the final piece of
track to come upon this magical building. The local farmer is custodian of this building and he is
responsible for the upkeep of the site hence the fenced off area away from the busy action of the
farmyard. This however does provide a safe, albeit small space for a group of children to gather and
explore. For one group we took the farmer allowed us the use of a field to let children run around
during lunchtime so it is certainly worth discussing this with him beforehand. If you’re lucky he may
have lambs the children can meet too!
The main risk we found was from farmyard hazards. It is a working space and children will have to
cross the yard and so need to be supervised and made aware of the constant movement of vehicles
and animals. There will also be other visitors to the site who will come in their own vehicles.
Other risks worth considering
•

Farmyard hazards including machinery and chemicals lying around
Alert children to this and supervise them at all time.

•

The track down to the Well House is rough and rutted
Not suitable for children with severe mobility issues. Not wheelchair accessible.

•

Water… at the Well itself is a small immersion pool which depending upon the time of year
may or may not have a significant amount of water in it. This is not drinking water

Make children aware of this and have wipes available if anyone gets wet.
•

Muddy area behind the well. This is where the Well empties out and can get very wet here
Alert children to this and try not to make the area any worse than it is. Children may want to
wear wellington boots.

•

Shelter is minimal at the site
If the weather turns bad a small group of children could shelter in the Well House although it
will be very cramped. The farmer does offer a barn as a teaching space on site which can be
used at a small cost. For more details visit- http://www.dupathfarm.co.uk

•

Toilets
These are provided by the farmer and can be accessed in the annexe next to the farmhouse
Children will need to be supervised and in small groups. You will need to make a small
contribution to the farm to use these.

In case of emergency
We found good mobile phone reception here for O2 and Vodafone.
For emergency vehicles the location is-

Postcode- PL17 8AD
OS map reference- OS map 201; ref SX 374693
GPS DD co ordinates- 50.499 -4.288

