Things to consider when visiting Trevanion Culverhouse, Wadebridge
As with all off – site visits, a preliminary visit from the class teacher/ leader is highly recommended.
Following on from our workshops here, we have detailed below things we hope you will find useful
when planning your visit.
Getting to Trevanion
Culverhouse
The site is situated on the
Southern outskirts of
Wadebridge. Follow
Trevanion Road from the
town and turn left at the
Culvery and enter the housing
estate. Follow the road
around until you come to the
pigeon house. There is a
dropping off point in front of
the structure and vehicles can
be parked here and turn
round. This is the only way in
and out of the estate.

Our experience - the main challenges
Trevanion Culverhouse is completely hidden amongst a housing estate and looks very incongruous
sitting there amidst rows of bungalows. However it would be useful to get children to imagine the
time before these houses and modern transport links when the Culverhouse was set in a field and
surrounded by farmland far from the manor house. This would have been the perfect situation for
keeping a roost of hundreds of pigeons who would have required plenty of space around them to
forage and explore.
The building is set within a small grass enclosure which will keep a group of children contained long
enough to explore and complete the activities. The occupant of the next door house is the unofficial
custodian of the site and maintains the grass and hedges periodically. The main challenges we found
was the proximity of other houses and lack of toilet facilities.
Other risks worth considering
• Transport to site
If children are walking to site from Wadebridge then great care will be needed walking along the
busy Trevanion Road. Adults needed to provide extra support and supervision for this. Hi vis jackets
for adults and children? If children arriving by parents’ vehicles or mini buses then awareness at the
drop off point as this is in the middle of a housing estate and there will be possibility of traffic to the
adjacent houses. Children to gather in one place after arriving.
• Area around Culverhouse
The actual site is quite cramped so a place needs to be identified to leave bags / equipment or to
picnic. Access to site is good for children with mobility problems but inside the actual Culverhouse
the floor surface is uneven and may cause problems. Be aware that the door width may not
accommodate a wheelchair.

As this is a small space and it leads directly onto a private estate, group needs to keep within the
confines of the site and consider noise levels. As this is a very old structure then there needs to be a
strict no climbing policy or picking or damaging the fragile brickwork.
The hedge around the enclosure drops sharply to the busy main road. Usual slips / trips risks.
• Area inside the Culverhouse
Could be possibility of waste left inside so awareness of NOT touching anything left on the floor.
Depending on the size of the group may have to restrict numbers inside at any one time. No climbing
or picking at the stonework.
• Weather
If the weather forecast is bad it may be better to postpone the visit. However for sudden bad
weather the Culverhouse could shelter a group of children for a short period of time.
Waterproofs may be useful if weather uncertain.
• Lack of toilet facilities
There are no facilities at the site and this is a major issue here. Could negotiate with the next door
house prior to visit or groups of children could be taken into Wadebridge to use the public toilets if
the visit is for a long time.

In an emergency
As this is close to the town and in a built up area we found we had a strong phone signal here (both
Vodafone and O2). If phoning for an emergency vehicle advise them to enter the housing estate-
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