Sancreed Beacon
Cornwall, England
National Grid Reference: SW415297
About half a mile west of the village of Sancreed in West Penwith is Sancreed Beacon, a significant
stretch of natural moorland that gives stunning view across Mounts Bay to the east and south and
north over the surrounding landscape. The hill contains a number of archaeological remains, including
at least one Bronze Age burial mounds and cist and a probable hut circle. The beacon, one of the
chain that stretched cross Cornwall and England as a means of invasion warning, was located on the
very top of the hill. On the north-western slopes are the remains of tin and copper mining.
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Sancreed Beacon: background information
Above and to the west of the village of Sancreed is Sancreed Beacon, one of Cornwall Heritage Trust’s first
properties, purchased from Emglish China Clay in the 1980s. The beacon is an area of granite upland, 172m
above sea level, certainly inhabited during the Bronze Age.
Remains of two burial mounds can be seen on the summit and the remains of what is believed to be a Bronze
Age hut stand on the Western slope. Open works and old shafts provide evidence of the tin mining in the mid
19th century - Wheal Argus, also known as Beacon Mine. The Beacon would have been used to light a beacon
warning of invasion during the Napoleonic wars.
Within the immediate area of Sancreed Beacon are other archaeological sites including Carn Euny Iron Age
village one mile to the south west; Brane chambered cairn, a Neolithic burial chamber just south of Carn
Euny; Caer Brane Iron Age hillfort half a mile south-west; Bartinney Castle, probably another Iron Age
hillfort, about one mile to the west; Sancreed Holy Well, recently restored and much visited, lies to the
south east; and further west still, towards Land’s End, lies Chapel Carn Brea with its massive barrow and
cists.
Beacons were common on hills like this, certainly during the Napoleonic wars, but probably much earlier than
that. News of the sighting of the Spanish Armada in 1588 was flashed to London along a series of these hilltops signalling sites. Later, in more peaceful times, bonfires were set ablaze to celebrate coronations and
special events such as the end of the Boer War in 1902.
During the second half of the nineteenth century there were attempts to develop tin mining on the western
edge ofe the Beacon. This met with some short-term success and as a result the population of the parish
reached almost 1400. However, by the 1880s, foreign competition and falling world
tin prices saw these mines close down and many families left the area, many emigrating.
Cornwall Heritage Trust

Sancreed Beacon: location

There is parking in a lay-by on
the Sancreed-St Just road,
right next to the site.

National
Grid
Reference:
SW415297

Sancreed village
Parking
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Sancreed Beacon: key features
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Sancreed Beacon: photopack

View from the summit
Entrance to site and information table

Looking north from Sancreed Beacon

Looking north from Sancreed
Beacon with a bronze age barrow
in the foreground
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Sancreed Beacon: photopack

Views from the summit east towards Mounts Bay

View of the Beacon from the east; the Beacon is on the
right side of the picture
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Why is it called Sancreed “Beacon”?

Beacons were fires lit at prominent locations on hills or high places, used
either as light houses for navigation at sea, or for signalling over land that
enemy troops were approaching, in order to alert defences. As signals,
beacons are an ancient form of optical telegraphy, and were part of a relay league.
Systems of this kind have existed for centuries over much of the world. In Scandinavia many hill
forts were part of beacon networks to warn against invading pillagers. In Wales, the Brecon
Beacons were named for beacons used to warn of approaching English raiders.
In England, the most famous examples are the beacons used in Elizabethan England to warn of the
approaching Spanish Armada. Many hills in England were named Beacon Hill after such beacons. It
may be that this beacon took part in the Armada warning.
In the Scottish borders country a system of beacon fires were at one time established to warn of
incursions by the English. The Great Wall of China is actually a beacon
network too.
In some places a beacon was simply a fire lit on the ground,
In others, traditional beacon baskets were erected
for even better visibility.
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Bronze Age archaeology on Sancreed Beacon—1

Sancreed Beacon was inhabited during the Bronze
Age. Some traces of this occupation remain. The
granite block base of a hut can be seen on the westReconstruction drawing of a Bronze Age house
ern slope (a “hut circle”) and the remains of a field
system can be identified when the area is less overgrown. The hut circle has an overall diameter of approximately 6 metres and a
3 metre diameter inside. The turf-covered earth, stone and boulder bank,
which could be coursed in places, is up to 0.6m high externally and the
mutilated internal floor is about 0.8m below the top of this bank.
On the summit of the beacon, at one time were, two burial mounds which
contained cists, small stone boxes made of stone slabs in which the cremated
remains were placed inside a pottery urn. Only one of these cists is still visible
today.
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Bronze Age archaeology on Sancreed Beacon—2
Sancreed Beacon contains at least one Bronze Age burial barrow with a number of cists
within it. The site is very difficult to interpret, however, partly because of the invasive
bracken and because of damage done over the centuries. Other local barrows in similar
locations help us to understand what the Sancreed barrows might have been like.
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Ecology, flora and fauna
Gorse, bracken, brambles and heather dominate the Beacon today, typical vegetation of open
moorland. Willow and sycamore trees grow on the lower slopes and in the spring, scabious,
campion and foxgloves appear, with the abundant insect life that feeds off them.
The Beacon is home to plovers, finches, kestrels, buzzards and owls. Mammals such as mice,
voles, shrews, foxes and rabbits are found here, as are lizards and adders. Use the checklist
on the next page to do a survey of the flora (plants) and fauna (animals) on the Beacon.
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Getting to know Sancreed Beacon: plants and animals
Because the Beacon is protected it is a rich natural environment. How many of these plants and animals can you find at the site?
Tick them off as you find them.

Gorse

Fieldmouse

Ringed plover

Bracken fern

Vole

Goldfinch

Bramble

Shrew

Kestrel

Heather

Fox

Buzzard

Campion

Rabbit

Tawny Owl

Foxglove

Adder
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Sancreed Beacon food-web

A food web shows how energy is passed on from one living
thing to the next. It shows the feeding habits of
different animals that live together in an ecosystem.
In the Sancreed Beacon food web on the left, energy is
passed from the grass to the mouse to the snake to the
hawk.
Producers are living things that make their own food with
sun and air. The producers are pictured at the bottom of
the food web. Consumers are living things that eat other
living things.
Try to work out….
…….the living things in the food web that are producers
…….the living things in the food web that are consumers
…….the iving things that the snake eats
…….the living things that the hawk eats
…….what the rabbit eats
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Mining and Sancreed Beacon
Tin has been extracted on and around Sancreed Beacon for centuries. The remains of
ancient (“old men’s” workings) are still to be found in the area. Many small mines were
worked during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, but very little is
known about them. There are no accurate records of these mines, the shafts and pits of
many of them showing-up only as shallow depressions in the ground.
The most significant mine here was Wheal Argus, sometimes known as Beacon Mine
(North and South), between the years 1844 and 1872. Before that it was known as
Wheal Conyers.
The mines was sunk on a rich lode of tin that cut through the Beacon in a south-west to
north-east direction. The production of tin, though small, financed the mine with a steam
engine to pump water from the shafts and a waterwheel to power ore-crushing stamps in
a nearby valley. There were three main shafts: Hitchins Engine Shaft, Elisha Shaft
and Colliers Shaft, the deepest reaching fifty fathoms or 300 feet below the surface,
know to the miners as grass”. The mine went into decline during the 1880s and closed;
the last remnants of the mine, the engine house, was pulled down in the 1890s on the
instructions of the local vicar.
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Map from the mining survey conducted for Cornwall Heritage Trust
in 2011
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The evolution of the landscape through the ages.
Targeted age group: Key Stage 3 and 4
Resources: Maps, clipboards, pens and paper.
Students are divided into small working groups. Each group is given pen paper and a map of the area.
Students are asked to spend 5 minutes at each cardinal point around the Beacon (East West South and
North). At each point, and with the help of a map, students decide of 3 man made or natural features
unlikely to have existed during the Bronze Age period and 3 man made or natural features that were likely
to have been present during the Bronze Age.
When all the groups have finished their observations, everyone gathers on the Beacon and discuss their
findings. Teachers/Leaders may want to direct the discussion on the changes in the landscape due to human/ geological activities.
As a follow-up session, students could be asked to design a chronological map of the landscape.
(transparent OHP sheets can be used to superimpose features onto a blank map using a colour code for
each period of history.)
Learning outcomes: Through the observation of the landscape surrounding them, students will get a better understanding of the impact of humans/nature on the environment.
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Renewable energy debate
Targeted age group: Key stage 4 and 5
Resources: Role-play cards, clipboard, pens, paper.
Fictional scenario
Members of the local council have recently received an application to develop the landscape where Sancreed Beacon is
located. If the application is successful, 50 large windmills will be built on the hill to produce renewable energy from
the prevailing south-westerly wind that sweeps the region. Each student will be given a role to play. Clues as to what
argument they might use are written on each role play card but teachers/leaders should encourage students to think
carefully of whom they represent and how that person would feel and react to the debate. Allow students time to work
individually or in small groups to articulate their arguments onto paper.
Weather allowing, students are asked to sit in a circle on top of the Beacon. A chosen student or the teacher/leader
can start the debate.
Characters are as follows (adjust the characters according to number of students present.):
 Director of Third Wind Ltd.
 3 x Members of the local council
 Member of the local ornithological society.
 Director of local wildlife trust.
 Member of local political party
 Professor at the British Heritage Society
 Activist from Green Peace.
 Owner of nearby farm
 2 x Local home owners
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You are a dynamic 35 year-old and the marketing director of Third Wind Ltd company.
Your company has been selected to build the wind farm. The money at stake is
extremely important for your company as the recession has hit it hard. The pressure is
on you to convince all the participants to vote for the plans.
Listen carefully to the questions others might ask and try to explain how important
renewable energies are and the price locals will ultimately have to pay if nothing is done
to reduce our fossil fuel consumption.
Include ideas such as:
•
climate change
•
creation of local jobs
•
lower energy
•
bills
•
clean energy
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You are 52 years old and have been a member of the local council for 6 years.
You take your role very seriously and see yourself as a role model for the whole
community.
You think that people need to live with modernity in mind and you don’t
particularly think that heritage should play a major part in modern time.
Your view is that a wind farm will bring money to your community and give it an
excellent green reputation. You agree with Mr. Bash and will try to convince
others that these windmills must be built.
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You are 30 years old and you have just finished a PhD in ornithology
focusing on migratory birds.
You are extremely worried about the proposed site as it is on the
migratory route of a rare species and you think that the turbulences
caused by the rotating blades will cause the death or the disorientation
of many birds.
You think that, although renewable energies are important, people should
look at the bigger picture before they plan anything of that scale.
Explain that there is a need for further studies and that there should be
alternatives. Try to get locals on your side by pointing out that the farm
will be an eye-sore for miles around.
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You are 45 years old and director of the local Wildlife Trust.
The site surrounding the hill is a site of ecological interest. It is home to many
species of plants, birds, mammals and invertebrates. Building a wind farm on that
site would be a disaster for the local wildlife and it would take a long time to
recover.
You do understand that it is important to get renewable energies in the region but
you want to know what surveys were done about
the ecological impact of the wind farm on the
environment.
You also want to know if some of the threatened
species would be relocated to a safer site.
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You are 45 years old and the local MP. Although you have some doubts about the
plans, you are keen to please everyone who might vote for you in the next election
so you concentrate on agreeing with the locals.
Find out who the local voters are and try to find more arguments to fight for
their corner. You want to talk about jobs creation, financial benefits and ticking
the right boxes for the environment without offending any
local people.
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You are 65 years old, you are a renowned historian and the director
of the British Heritage Society.
You are appalled by the plans and are convinced that they would
have a massive detrimental effect on the Beacon and its surrounding landscape.
You cannot believe that anyone in this day and age would want to desecrate such
an outstanding historical site.
You must underline the importance of local history for the future generations and
point out past mistakes that must not be repeated.
You strongly believe that science, technology and history can work together but
you think that in this particular case, the plans are poorly designed and you are
ready to tell the marketing director of Third Wind Ltd and everybody else.
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You are 60 years old and a member of the local council. You have been working for
the council for 15 years and you have seen many changes
occur within the local landscape.
You are quite skeptical about the efficiency of wind farms
and think that the maintenance of such a massive site
would cost the local council an absolute fortune.
You are also a keen historian who has written several
books about the region during ancient times so you are not
happy about the chosen location for the wind farm and
would like to see other options.
You are very worried about the impact of the development
on Sancreed Beacon.
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You are 40 years old and a new member of the council so you are keen to show
your interest in anything going on. You want to ask a lot of questions to the
marketing director of Third Wind Ltd.
You are particularly interested to know about the creation of local jobs as it
would be good for your community.
You think that humans are a priority and disagree strongly with animal activists
and other animal rights groups. You cannot see how a wind
farm could be detrimental to the environment although you
agree that building it that close to a historic site might cause
a lot of unpleasant protest from scholars.
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You are 20 years old and you are a member of Green Peace. Your views are
pretty strong and you are ready to organize a protest against the wind farm
plans.
In your eyes, this is just another step towards
the destruction of the local environment. You
think the plans should be scrapped and although
you like the idea of renewable energy, you don’t
agree with any animal paying the price for it.
You are also fed up with older people making all
the decisions for you and your generation.
You like interrupting others to make yourself
heard and you particularly dislike politicians.
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You are 57 years old and you have lived locally all your life. You used to play on
this hill when you were a child and you live nearby.
The very idea of having 50 wind mills in your back yard is unacceptable. There
is no way you are going to accept the desecration of your beloved landscape.
You are ready to take it further if the plans go ahead and you
will be writing to the prime minister if you have too.
You believe that climate change is a myth and that Cornwall
should be left as it is. If politicians and scientists want to
build wind farms, they can go and do it somewhere else.
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You are 50 years old and you own a nearby farm. Third Wind Ltd is interested
in buying off some of your fields to install wind mills. You are not particularly
interested in all the environmental issues making the headlines, you are just
trying to make ends meet.
The recession has put your farm under pressure
and if the price is right, you are quite ready to
sell parts of your land to the best offer.
Your are hoping that the money they offer will
be enough for you to retire so you are hoping
that the plans will go ahead.

Cornwall Heritage Trust

You are 29 years old and have just bought a house nearby. After spending
several years working in the City, you decided to have a fresh start in the
countryside.
Although you feel quite detached from environmental issues and believe that
modern civilization means certain sacrifices, you are certainly not ready to have
it in your own backyard.
50 windmills in the back garden will definitely not
help raising the value of the house and would look
terrible when you invite friends to come over in the
summer.
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Visit follow-up activity: Designing a visitor centre
and booklets for the site
A good visit follow up activity which also encourages students to think
about:
Who “owns” the past?
How should sites like this be cared for?
How can a site like this best be presented to visitors?
What do different visitors to the site want from it?

Class is split into groups of four. The groups are given this challenge:
You are the owners of Sancreed Beacon. You have won Heritage Lottery Funding to design and build a visitor centre in the
next field. This will explain the site to visitors before and after their visit. It can contain a museum, a shop, cafe and
toilets, cinema and anything else that helps visitors to enjoy and understand their visit to this site. You have three hours to
design this centre and the information leaflet about the site that will be given to each visitor, free of charge.
After three hours, you will have the chance to show your work to the rest of the class. The class will vote on which group
has produced the best visitor centre plans, booklet and overall visitor experience.
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Visit follow-up activity: Designing an advertising
leaflet
Cornwall Heritage Trust wants to attract more visitors to Sancreed Beacon each
year, but here are problems because it is so remote and difficult to find. English
Heritage realises that people will only make the effort to visit Sancreed Beacon if
they can be convinced that it’s worth visiting.
You work for an advertising agency employed by Cornwall Heritage Trust to
produce advertising leaflets for the site. These will be available all over Cornwall,
in hotels, caravan sites, tourist information offices, railway stations and places like
that. They hope that people will pick them up, read them and decide to visit Sancreed Beacon.
Your task is to design a leaflet that will make people want to visit the site. The leaflet needs to be:
Attractive
Easy to read
Full of pictures that show people what’s at the site
Full of instructions about how to find Sancreed Beacon.
Some information about the hillfort: what is it, who lived there and what the remains tell us about how
people used to live.
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After the visit follow up activity: Hot-seating
Hot-seating is a great way of developing a real understanding of something being studied. It works best
when people have a good deal of knowledge of a topic; then, the questions asked are more detailed and
penetrating and the answers have to be more carefully thought about. Hot-seating is a form of role-play, and
everyone is effectively in-role, as one member of the group assumes the position of a key individual and the
others ask him or her detailed questions. Here are some suggestions for the role of the person to be
put “in the hot-seat”:
A local person who wants to have the site bought by the government for protection
A government official who wants to roof the whole site in glass and turn it into a living museum
An archaeologist who wants to excavate the Beacon by taking it apart, to find out what
it was for
A person who was there when the Beacon was used to send a message to London about
the Armada
The producer of Timeteam who does not think it would make a good place for a
Timeteam programme
A man who wants to restart tin mining at the Beacon.
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Public Enquiry role-play: Sancreed Beacon is to be knocked down for new road
Key Stages 3/4 Geography/Citizenship
A good way of getting students to think about History in a broader way is to look at some of the issues surrounding a site like
Sancreed Beacon . This activity will help students to think hard about things like
who owns History?
who are sites like Sancreed Beacon preserved for, and is it important to do so?
what things deserve to be preserved and why?
who makes decisions about things like that and how are they made?
The role-play takes the form of a public inquiry and debate, with students taking the roles and the final decision being left to
a student jury. The following pages contain the role-cards/maps/other information of the sort that a public enquiry would use,
plus an explanation of how the event could be managed.
The scenario is that Sancreed Beacon is in the way of the new main road to Land’s End, which
the government wants to build to relieve pressure on the route.
The basic materials to run this activity are in the pack, though there is no limit to the amount
of preparation work that the people in role could undertake when preparing the materials for
their presentations.
It is recommended that a site visit forms part of the preparation for this work; this could be
done as a “normal” school visit, but it could also be done in role, as part of the “public enquiry”
protest, so that even the site visit is a role-play.
There are enough roles here for 25 people, but it would be easy to add more (for example by
giving some of the single roles “assistants” who help with the research and presentations).
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Demolition of Sancreed Beacon roleplay
•

•

•

•

Pictures of Sancreed Beacon (from this pack/from the CHT website downloadable
Powerpoint files) and from other websites via a Google Images search)
Information about Sancreed Beacon (from this pack, from other websites, from
the CHT website)
Maps showing the “proposed route of the new road”
Tips sheets to help the presenters come up with their main
arguments: each presenting group has a tip sheet in this pack
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Sancreed Beacon: plan of the new Land’s End link road
through Sancreed Beacon

To Penzance

N
To Land’s End

Key
Planned new road

A30
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Artist’s impression of how the
new road will look

New road

New road
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e
r
a
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s
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Demolition of Sancreed Beacon roleplay role-cards
The national archaeologist who argues A local farmer who owns the nearby land,
against the building of the road (main who stands to make millions of pounds in
argument: this is a special site)
compensation if the road is built.
You need to make 2 minute
presentation that focuses on that
idea.

You need to make a short presentation in
which this person presents this point of
view

A local representative of the tourist
industry, who points out the huge benefits
of the new road in allowing people to visit
Cornwall more easily, so bringing more
visitors and money to the county.
You need to make a 2 minute presentation
that focuses on that idea.

One person
One person
One person
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Demolition of Sancreed Beacon roleplay role-cards
Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson
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Demolition of Sancreed Beacon roleplay role-cards
Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson
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Demolition of Sancreed Beacon roleplay role-cards
Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson
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Demolition of Sancreed Beacon roleplay role-cards
Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

Member of the jury who sits and
listens to the presentations given
by the others and then goes with
the other jurors to a private place
to make the decision about whether
the site should be demolished or
not.

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson

The jury has to elect its own
spokesperson who will manage the
discussion and announce the jury’s
decision to the Public Enquiry when
asked to do so by the Chairperson
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Demolition of Sancreed Beacon roleplay role-cards

A local historian, who argues that the
site should be preserved because of its
importance in Cornish history and
heritage.

A local writer who has included Castle an
Dinas in several books, who argues
against it being demolished because it is a
special site.

Chairperson who administers proceedings,
calls each of the presenters to address
the jury, makes a brief summing up of
the arguments for and against demolition
of Castle an Dinas.

You need to make a 2 minute presentation
You need to make a 2 minute presentation that focuses on that idea.
After the jury has had its discussion, you
that focuses on that idea.
have to ask the Jury Spokesperson to
announce the result to the public enquiry.

One person

One person

One person
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Demolition of Sancreed Beacon roleplay role-cards

The three government officials do a five
minute presentation explaining why the
road is needed, what the route is, why
this is the best road for the new road,
how much of the village will be destroyed
by it and why this is felt to be ok

The three local people make their own 5
minute presentation about their objections to the road being built through the
village.

This presentation should/could included
maps, a Powerpoint show, hand-outs to
the jury etc. etc.

The presentation should include maps,
Powerpoints, hand-outs containing ideas
that support the preservation of the
village in its current state. The three
could be a local archaeologist, a local
councillor and a local resident.

Three people

Three people

The national archaeologist who sees no
reason why this site should be preserved
(the main argument is that there are
other, better places to see similar things,
this is not special or unique).
You need to make a 2 minute presentation
that focuses on this idea

One person
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