The Hurlers Stone Circles,
Minions Moor, Minions
Cornwall
National Grid Reference: SX 258714
Three Bronze Age stone circles set in a prehistoric landscape of standing stones
and barrows. The site is owned by English Heritage and maintained by Cornwall
Heritage Trust.

Cornwall Heritage Trust

Rationale:
This pack contains a scheme of work and materials to take a class through an exploration of the work on an archaeologist
into an in depth study of the three stone circles on Minions Moor known as the Hurlers. It has been used successfully with
primary school students.
Please note: The first two activities (“How does an archaeologist work?”) are not tied to the Hurlers site either
geographically or in terms of time. They are a traditional way into looking at how archaeologists work for classroom use
and stimulate the essential enquiry skills approach that students will need to complete the rest of the activities.

Contents overview:
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

How does an archaeologist work: bin-bag game
How does an archaeologist work: The Tollund Man Mystery
How did people live in the Bronze Age?
Using wide range of resources students investigate life in the Bronze
Age, answering a series of questions: how did they live, what did they live in, what did they eat, how did they dress,
what did they believe, what did they leave behind that we can still see?
Fieldtrip One: activities including walk across the moor at Minions, photographing, thinking, talking, measuring, taking
in the Hurlers, Rillaton barrow and other prehistoric sites plus the industrial archaeology of the area
An archaeological mystery: Investigation into a mystery that the visit has thrown up...how and why did Bronze Age societies construct stone circles. From this we can build an investigation that looks at maths, geometry, history, geography, creative writing, art, science, astronomy, with student perhaps working in groups on aspects of the investigation
which is then reported back to the class (and their parents) in the form of a market-place event?
Fieldtrip Two: Visiting the site again specifically to investigate the archaeological mystery of the stone circles.
Students photograph/measure/speculate/look at maps and alignments/consider how the stones were erected etc. in
situ
Outcomes and celebration of work: (created over a period of a few lessons) including designing a guide to the site for
young children to use; powerpoint shows which we put onto the CHT website; a display which goes on show at the
Minions Centre; a tv programme that tells the story of the site, or of the project.

Scheme of work
Session

Title of session

Content of session

Resources needed

1

Introduction:
archaeologists are
detectives—1

Classroom based introductory work...a couple of afternoons looking at
history/archaeology as detectives: do the bin-bag activity (groups have
to work out the lifestyle etc of a person from the contents of their bin
bag); look at an archaeological mystery and use the clues found by
archaeologists to come up with possible explanations.

Lucy Norwood material
Other rubbish
Bin bags

Introduction:
archaeologists are
detectives—2

Tollund Man mystery

Materials in this pack
Powerpoints from CHT website
Tollund Man Mystery materials from CHT website

3

How did people live in
the Bronze Age?

Using wide range of resources students investigate life in the Bronze
Age, answering a series of questions: how did they live, what did they
live in, what did they eat, how did they dress, what did they believe,
what did they leave behind that we can still see?

Materials in the pack plus books, maps

4

Fieldtrip 1

Visit the site and have a walk across the moor at Minions,
photographing, thinking, talking, measuring, taking in the Hurlers,
Rillaton barrow and other prehistoric sites plus the industrial archaeology of the area

Human guide to the archaeology of the Minions area (contact CHT for
names)

5

An archaeological
mystery

Guide the group into looking at a mystery that the visit has thrown
Materials in the pack plus books, maps
up...how and why did Bronze Age societies construct stone circles. From
this build an investigation that looks at maths, geometry,
history, geography, creative writing, art, science, astronomy, with student perhaps working in groups on aspects of the investigation which is
then reported back to the class (and their parents) in the form of a
market-place event?

6

Fieldtrip 2

Visiting the site again specifically to investigate the archaeological
mystery of the stone circles

Human guide to the archaeology of the Minions area (contact CHT for
names)

Photograph/measure/speculate/look at maps and alignments/consider
how the stones were erected etc. in situ

7

Outcomes (created
over a period of a few
lessons)

Outcomes could include designing a guide to the site for young children Materials in the pack plus books, maps
to use, which we have printed and published; powerpoint shows which we
put onto the CHT website; a display which goes on show at the Minions
Centre; a tv programme that tells the story of the site, or of the project itself.

The Hurlers Stone Circle: essential information
•

•

•

•

Near the moorland village of Minions, once prosperous from copper mining, is the Bronze Age stone circle
known as The Hurlers. This unusual site consists of three large aligned stone circles, running from NNE to
SSW. The circles are on an area of moorland , Minions Moor, between the River Fowey and the River Lynher.
To the north lies Stowe's Hill and to the south Caradon Hill with its communication masts.
Multiple or associated circles like this are not unusual in the south-west of England. The southern circle is
the smallest (32.9m/108ft across) and it has only nine stones left; the largest is the central circle, slightly
egg shaped, with a diameter of 41.8 x 40.5m (137 x 132ft) and 14 stones, while the northern circle is 34.7
(113ft) across: 15 stones are here, of which four have fallen, and there were probably nine more.
The stones in the circles have been erected so that they all appear to be the same height. Some are diamond-shaped, others round, and one has been shaped so that its uppermost edge is cloven. Excavations found
that the enclosed area of the central circle was covered with quartz crystals. These may have come from
shaping the stones with hammers. The northern circle was crossed by a boundary bank. The two stones 120m
(393ft) to the WSW of the central site could be Bronze Age menhirs or more recent boundary posts.
The name The Hurlers refers to an old tradition that the circles are men or women turned to stone. This is
common to many stone circles in Cornwall and the rest of Britain: the Merry Maidens and Pipers near Lamorna
in West Penwith are a good example. As the historian William Camden wrote in 1610: The neighbouring in-

habitants terme them Hurlers, as being by devout and godly error perswaded that they had been men sometime transformed into stones, for profaning the Lord's Day with hurling the ball.
•

Less than 0.8km away from the Hurlers is the bronze Age Rillaton Barrow. Trethevy Quoit, a Neolithic portal
dolmen, is 3.2km to the south.

Circle and Row Information:
•

The Stone Circles of Britain, Ireland and Brittany - Aubrey Burl 2000, Yale

•

Stone Circles of the British Isles - Aubrey Burl 1976, Yale

•

From Carnac to Callanish : The Prehistoric Stone Rows and Avenues of Britain, Ireland and Brittany - Aubrey
Burl 1993, Yale

Planning Visits:
•

A Guide to the Stone Circles of Britain and Ireland - Aubrey Burl 1995, Yale

• The Modern Antiquarian - Julian Cope 1998, Thorsons - Excellent gazetteer of 250 off the beaten track sites,
together with Julian's own theories.

'Coffee Table' Books:
•

Circles of Stone - Max Milligan, Aubrey Burl 1999, Harvill - excellent photos

•

Great Stone Circles: Fables, Fictions, Facts - Aubrey Burl 1999, Yale -

Maps
•

Ordnance Survey Maps - Explorer Map 109 Bodmin Moor; Landranger 200 Newquay and Bodmin

The Hurlers Stone Circles – photographic resources –1

The Hurlers Stone Circles – photographic resources – 2

The Hurlers Stone Circles – photographic resources – 3

The Hurlers Stone Circles – photographic resources – 4

The Hurlers Stone Circles – photographic resources – 5

The Hurlers Stone Circles – photographic resources – 6

How does an archaeologist work: bin-bag game
Students are split into groups of 4 or 5
Lesson objectives:
•

•

for groups to work together to investigate the contents of a bin bag, trying to work our as much as
they can about the life of the person who threw the rubbish away
to report back to the whole group their conclusions, having filled in s various sheets as they work.

Activities: Each group is given a bin-bag containing “rubbish” from which the group has to work out who
owned the rubbish before they threw it away and to come to some conclusions about how they spend their
life.
The teacher needs to fill the bags with general (clean) rubbish and the contents of the “Lucy Norwood” file
(on the CHT website for download) which is a collection of dummy documents that might be found in a bin,
all of which will help the students to reconstruct the owner’s lives.
Plenary:
•
•
•
•

What conclusions did we reach?
How did we work?
What sort of questions did we have to ask?
What was the most difficult part of the investigation?

How does an archaeologist work: bin-bag game –1
Team:___________________________________

Clue (piece of evidence)

What it tells us

Sheet number:

What else I would like to know

How does an archaeologist work: bin-bag game –2
Investigation team name ________________________________
Date a place of investigation _____________________________
________________________________
Detail about the person

Name and age?

Gender (male or female)?

How old is he or she?

Does he or she have a family?

How wealthy is this person?

Where does this person live?

What does this person eat?

How does this person travel?
What are his or her hobbies and interests?

Investigation team members ____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

Your theory

How do you know?

How does an archaeologist work: bin-bag game –3

Investigation team name

Any other ideas you have about this person? (Things they like/don’t like/watch on tv/own/pets/
children or anything else)
Ideas

How you know

Signed by the members of the team
__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

_________________________

How does an archaeologist work: bin-bag game –4
Team:___________________________________

Conclusions sheet

Who owned the sack?
We think that the person who put the rubbish into this sack was:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Signed
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

How does an archaeologist work? : The Tollund Man mystery
Lesson objectives: Using the range of materials available in the downloadable
resource pack, students working in groups formulate questions which they put to an
“expert”, who provides them with the means to answer their question.

Activities: Students in groups seek to answer the questions: Who was he?
Why was he here? How did he die? When did he die? Why did he die?

Plenary: Share findings and discuss how archaeologists work out the answers to
such mysteries.

Tollund Man Mystery: lesson plan
Timing
15 minutes

Reveal image of Tollund Man using PPT (CHT website): removing tiles one
by one (each group takes it in turn)
Look at close-up photos of the body

15 minutes

In their groups (of 3/4) each group receives a pack (downloadable from
CHT website) examine the contents of the pack and come up with
questions to which they’d like to know the answers: these to be written
down

35 minutes

Getting the answers to the questions from the expert.. asking the
question to be given the information on a sheet and have a conversation;
Pull together answers on sugar paper (glue/scissors/pens for each
group) to be ready for display

15 minutes

Examine each others conclusion sheets in a market place

10 minutes

What do the experts think? (PPT CHT website)

How did Bronze Age people live?
Students work in their already established groups
Lesson objectives:
•

for groups to work together to investigate life in the Bronze Age

•

to report back to the whole class their conclusions through hot-seating, poster displays, booklets, maps and models.

Activities:
Fixing the Bronze Age in time: class creates a human timeline fdrom today back to the Bronze Age, each student holding up a date/
event and getting themselves into order. Teacher goes back in time, from today to bronze Age, moving along the line and explaining
what’s happening when.
Groups then have access to wide range of resources including powerpoint images, wall displays, books, maps and are asked to find
the answers to these questions which they can report back in a variety of ways including hot-seating, posters, booklets etc.
How did people live in the Bronze age?
What did they live in?
What did they eat?
How did they dress?
What did they believe?
What did they leave behind that we can still see?
Plenary:
•
•
•
•

What conclusions did we reach?
How did we work?
What sort of questions did we have to ask?
What was the most difficult part of the investigation?

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

The late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age (c2500-1400 BC) is
characterised by its ceremonial and burial monuments: stone circles,
stone rows, standing stones (menhirs) and barrows or cairns.

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

Entrance Graves
In West Penwith and on the Isles of Scilly Bronze Age people built local style barrows, known
as “entrance graves” A kerbed stone mound contains a simple passage or chamber of drystone
construction capped with massive slabs.

Entrance grave at Tregiffian,
West Penwith (managed by Cornwall
Heritage Trust)

Stone Circles
Cornish circles may not be as sophisticated or grand as Stonehenge or Avebury but they are
nevertheless beautiful and impressive. Sites such as the Merry maidens, Tregeseal, the Trippet Stones and the Hurlers are thought to have been places for the public performance of
ceremonial and ritual.

The Trippet Stones near Blisland in
North Cornwall

Stone rows
Stone rows are even more of a mystery. Their layout suggests that they were used in
processions; they are straight alignments of stones of the same size. There used to be many
more stone rows. Today, just like standing stones and stone circles, they survive today mostly
in upland areas. There are seven stone rows on Bodmin Moor and one, the Nine Maidens, on St
Breock Downs.

The Stone Row at St Breock Downs

Standing stones
These were probably marker stones: the burials sometimes found by them suggesting that
they were memorial stones, grave markers, way markers or territorial boundary stones, as well
as the focus for rituals. There are many in West Penwith, for example, Goon Rith and The
Pipers; and on Bodmin Moor.

The standing stone called
Gun Rith in Penwith

Cornwall in the Bronze Age

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

Bodmin Moor, the Lizard and West Penwith give us the best idea of Bronze Age life and death in Cornwall.
Between 2000and 1000AD many people lived in these areas. We can still see the foundations of hundreds of stone round
houses and across the moors and along the valley sides there are many hundreds of acres of fields. Some of these were
permanent settlements, with fields; others were probably only used only during the summer for grazing.

Barrows and cairns
Near to these settlements are stone circles, standing stones, stone rows, and the barrows (made of earth) and cairns
(made of stone). These barrows and cairns are complicated sites, not just associated with burials. Many do not have
burials at all. Most barrows and cairns date from the period 2000 to 1600 BC. And there is a great variety of shapes and
sizes. They range from from 2m to 40m. in diameter.
Some of them are simple mounds of earth, turf or stone; some are surrounded by a low wall or kerb; some are built to
include a natural rock outcrop. A few are doughnut-shaped 'ring-cairns'. Many of them have a stone burial box (cist) in
the middle of them.

Rillaton Barrow near
Minions

Ballowall Barrow near St Just

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

At places on Bodmin Moor we can still see the last remains of a 3,000 year old farming landscape which has elsewhere in the
lowland Cornwall now been largely ploughed away. It has survived on the higher ground because the moorland is not farmed today.

Bronze Age farms consisted of large fields attached to each other, near to round house villages which they reached along
trackways through the fields. The farms were usually separated from their neighbouring farms by open areas of common
grazing or woodland.
As the Bronze Age population grew so these farms began to crowd closer together. Some time after 1700 BC there was the
landscape had to be better organised and on Dartmoor the famous
“Reave systems” were created, with large areas of land divided by a
regular fields and boundaries.
In Penwith and probably over much of the rest of lowland Cornwall
the countryside was divided into regular small arable fields. You can
see this kind of field system on the north coast of West Penwith,
where the field boundaries are still in use.
On Bodmin Moor, stone boundary walls were built between different
grazing areas. It may be that in the Bronze Age people attempted
arable farming on the Moor but poor soil and a worsening climate
meant that the land was only used for part of the year (”seasonal
Bronze Age field in West Penwith
grazing”), and that the small groups of round houses we find on the
moor were used to live in for this part of the year. It is probable
that permanent settlements were made on the edges of the moorland and on the lowland; these have almost all disappeared
now.

In the Bronze Age the dead were usually cremated and the ashes buried in an urn, sometimes with other personal objects
such as a dagger, beads, a bone ornament such as a pin or an archers' wrist brace.

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

Some mounds are probably burials of important people. The largest barrows are in obvious, clearly visible places on hilltops
and ridges.
The smaller barrows, which do not normally survive in lowland Cornwall, are usually sited near Bronze Age fields and near
the Bronze Age settlements. In the upland areas it is possible for archaeologists to study the relationships between the
settlements, burials and ritual monuments. They have concluded that the many barrows found in other places in lowland
Cornwall, such as on Cubert Common and at Veryan Beacon would have had round house settlements nearby which have
disappeared today.

Settlements of Middle Bronze Age round houses (c 1500-1200 BC) have been discovered and excavated at more than five
sites in lowland Cornwall, including Trevisker (St Eval), Trethellan (Newquay) and Penhale (St Enoder), The houses were
usually built with their floors sunken a little beneath the surrounding ground level.

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

•

Excavations of Bronze Age fields buried by sand at Gwithian showed evidence of
scratch marks in the sub soil made by the hook-shaped ploughs as well as marks around
the field edges made by spade digging in those areas the plough could not reach.

•

Life in the Bronze Age for most of the population was probably not much different to
the lives of Cornish peasant farmers 150 years ago. Both were determined by the
weather and the seasons.

•

By 1000BC the megalithic ritual monuments (standing stones, stone rows, stone
circles) had been abandoned. Some people think that this was due to a dramatic
change in the climate around 1400BC, which led to changes in Bronze Age people’s beliefs. The higher land like Bodmin Moor was being used for seasonal grazing.

•

Not much is known about the years between centuries 1200-400 BC because there are
no ritual monuments or defended sites from this time. It is likely that during this the
lowlands were being turned over to permanent farming.

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

What was Bronze Age society like?
It is difficult precisely to recreate what life was like in the Early Bronze Age. From the evidence we
have, the following things are probably true:
•

religion and ceremony were a big part of everyday life.

•

There was a ruling “elite” or aristocracy. This is suggested by burials with prestigious grave goods
of display and rank, such as daggers, and jewellery of amber and glass.

•

This was not a peaceful time. Weapons are found from every stage of the Bronze Age, including
swords, daggers, spears and bows.

•

Pottery material from burials, recovered through excavation of the mounds, shows us that pottery
styles changed little throughout the period. The dominant style in Cornwall between
c2000-1000 BC is Trevisker Ware. Beakers and Collared Urns are not common.

•

Houses, built in stone or wood, were round, and have evidence of internal compartments and central fire hearths.
Excavations show traces of indoor activities such as weaving. Wooden rafters supported thatched roofs. Many of the
houses were as big as or bigger than large or larger than a typical Cornish 19th century “one up one down” cottage.

2500-800BC Bronze Age: Metal work

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

Although the introduction of metalworking marks an important moment in human development, it took many hundreds of years (until
about 1400 BC) that bronze was used for everyday tools and weapons. Up to then it was a rare metal, used by a few powerful and
wealthy people (an “elite”) for objects of prestige and display.
Around 2500 BC the first gold and then copper objects were made. Over the next five centuries, bronze (an alloy
of tin and lead with copper) became the material most used for metal artefacts. During those early days (before
2000 BC) there is evidence of contact and trade with Ireland. This is clear to archaeologist from the style of the
artefacts found; for example, four gold lunulae (crescent shaped collars) found in Cornwall are of Irish design.
Cornish tin, copper, lead and even gold were used even at this early date. The tin was found as alluvial gravel in
many streams and copper was visible as a green streak on rock outcrops and cliffs. Early artefacts have been
found within the tin stream, showing that people were working the streams for tin in the early bronze age.
Over the centuries, technological advances allowed metalwork styles to develop and improve, from simple flat axes (made in single
moulds) to more complex weapons and tools made in two-sided moulds and sophisticated bronze jewellery.

Stone arrowheads from the Bronze Age
remind us that stone tools and weapons
continued to be in everyday use for long
into the Bronze Age

A collection of bronze tools and
fragments from the later Bronze Age

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

Bronze Age life: images

Use of stone tools and
weapons carried on long into
the Bronze Age

A modern re-creation of a Bronze Age house

Bronze Age axe-heads and a modern recreation
showing how they were attached to a haft

Bronze Age death and burial

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

In the Bronze Age the dead were usually cremated and the ashes buried in an urn, sometimes with other personal objects such
as a dagger, beads, a bone ornament such as a pin or an archers' wrist brace.
Some mounds are probably burials of important people. The largest barrows are in obvious, clearly visible places on hilltops and
ridges.

A bronze age burial

A bronze age burial pot
or beaker, in which
ashes would have been
placed

A bronze age burial
chamber...this is Rillaton
Barrow near the Hurlers
Stone Circle

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

Thevethy Quoit, a late neolithic/early bronze age burial chamber in Cornwall

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

The Hurlers Stone Circles, Minions Moor,

How did Bronze Age people live: resources

The Hurlers Stone Circles, Minions Moor,

Fieldtrip One: A one-hour visit to the site
Walk across the moor at Minions, through the Hurler Stone Circles, photographing,
thinking, talking, filming, measuring, gathering information and ideas as you go.
Information is recorded by students in a variety of formats.
Finish up at Rillaton barrow which can be examined and stories told about its real and
mythical history.
Rillaton Barrow stories
•

•

A priceless ancient gold cup was found in the barrow in 1837 and eventually ended up being sent to the Duke
of Cornwall, later to become George V. At this point it was "lost" but eventually turned up in his dressing
room at Buckingham Palace where he was using it to store collar studs, and is now in the British Museum.
Legend says that the barrow was the home of a holy man and the cup had the magical power of never being
empty. He would allow passing travellers to drink from the cup and refresh themselves but one day a huntsman decided to prove the story wrong and drink the cup dry. He swallowed cupful after cupful but still it
wouldn't empty and unable to drink anymore threw the cup down and climbed on his horse. The horse staggered under the mans weight and only went a few steps before falling off the edge of the cliff. Both died.
Unfortunately it seems this story wasn't told until after the cup was found.

Part of the Hurlers Stone Circle
looking towards

Rillaton Barrow

How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

An archaeological mystery: how and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?
Students work in their investigation groups to explore a mystery thrown-up by the first
visit to the site. They use a wide range of resources wall display/booklets/powerpoints
etc. downloadable from the CHT website) to answer the question ;
How and why were they built?
Guide the group into looking at a mystery that the visit has thrown up, how and why did
Bronze Age societies construct stone circles? From this can be built an
investigation that explores the question through maths, geometry, history,
geography, creative writing, art, science, astronomy, with student perhaps working in
groups on aspects of the investigation which is then reported back to the class in the
form of a market-place event.

How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Stone circles and standing stones: How were they built-1 ?
The stone was local moor stone, carefully shaped and moved to the site by groups of
people using sledges or rollers. There have been many experiments in recent years that
show how this could be done, given enough muscle power.

How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Stone circles and standing stones: How were they built-2 ?
Once in position, erecting the stones could have been done in a number of ways. Some people suggest that ramps
were used and then removed, others that pits were dug and the stones nudged into them on before being pulled
upright with ropes attached to A frames.

How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Stone circles and standing stones: How were they built-3 ?

How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Why were they built - 1? Introduction
There are many theories about why people in the bronze
age built stone circles. These pages explain some of the
more common ideas.

How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Why were they built - 2?

Simple explanation

A lot of amazing explanations have been offered, from UFO landing pads to observatories
for astronomer priests. It is still a subject that creates a lot of discussion amongst
archaeologists.
The truth is probably fairly straightforward: most stone circles were probably
multi-purpose tribal gathering places for ritual observances having to do with the seasons
and the fertility of the earth. They probably started as henges (circular earth banked
enclosures) in the late stone age and were added to over hundreds of years.
Henges were circular enclosures like this
one (one of three in a row) at
Thornborough in North Yorkshire
surrounded by earth banks, with
entrances into the inner area cut through.
The date from the late neolithic period.
Many stone circles are built inside these
henges, most famously Stonehenge and
Avebury.

Why were they built - 3? Ceremonies?
How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Stone circles display no evidence of human dwelling, and rarely include graves.

This suggests that stone circles were constructed for ceremonies (perhaps religious
ceremonies) and were in use on ceremonial occasions only. But what these ceremonies were
is a mystery.

If we think about how we use special places today, we may get an idea about what stone
circles were used for in the bronze age: naming ceremonies, weddings, blessings, funerals,
important meetings, farewells, greeting people, law courts, buying and selling
goods…...anything that bronze age people needed to do but to mark it was something out of
the ordinary might have taken place inside a special enclosure like a
stone circle.

How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Why were they built- 4? A badge?
Another idea is that they were symbolic, perhaps to show other people the
power that the builders had over an area.
People wear badges or carry lucky charms, to show their loyalty or to bring them
luck.
Some archaeologists think that stone circles were a bit like a badge worn by the
land that one group owned.
This might have been to please spirits or gods dwelling in nature.
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How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Why were they built - 5? Astronomy?
Some archaeologists suggest that they had astronomical observation purposes. As long ago as 1906
Norman Lockyer suggested that the stones at the
Hurlers had special alignments with the sun, stars
and other planets. On the right is a diagram from
his book Stonehenge and Other British Stone
Monuments Astronomically Considered. It is
probably true that some of the stones in stone
circles were used for astronomical purposes.

Many stone circles do have “alignments” with
things like mid-summer sunrise and midwinter
sunsets and with the position of the moon.
Whether this helped bronze age people keep
their farming calendar and timings correct, or
whether it had something to do with the
worship of the sun is something archaeologists
have argued about for over 100 years.

How and why did Bronze Age people build stone circles?

Why were they built - 6? Memorials?
Sometimes a stone circle is found with a burial pit or burial chamber next to it or inside it, which suggests that the stones were a memorial to someone who had died, like the headstones we still put on
graves when someone dies.
There are single standing stones (sometimes called “menhirs”) from the bronze age that mark graves.
There are a few like this in Cornwall.
However, the great majority of stone circles do not have burials within or next to them. The Hurlers
Stone Circles are not associated with a burial, so this is not a likely explanation of why the circles were
built.
The most famous stone circle of all, Stonehenge on Salisbury Plain, is in the
middle of a huge bronze age burial landscape and seems to have been the focal
point of ceremonies associated with celebrating and remembering the lives of
bronze age people.

This small single standing stone at Kerrow in West Cornwall did have two cremation pots buried at its base, dating from
1300-1000BC. Archaeologists did not find any ashes in them but there was charcoal. This is an example of a standing
stone that may have been built as a memorial.

Post-visit challenges
When the visits have been completed and the students are now “experts” on the site, a chance for them to show what they know and have this acknowledged by a wider audience. The work they complete in these final sessions could form a display to which the rest of the school, other teachers and
parents are invited.

•
•

•

Students work in their original groups.
A representative of the group pulls the group’s challenge out of a hat. Groups have a set time (3 hours) to complete this challenge, then an hour to
create a display. Wall displays, Powerpoints and other materials form the CHT website are made available to them, along with a range of books,
the school library, maps and the internet to help them bring their display together.
Students are given some freedom to decide what their dispolay loks like and it can include roleplay, hot-seating, video, photographs

Challenges:
•
•

How do archaeologists work? (include chance to interview an “archaeologist, with one student hot-seating)
Tollund Man mystery … take the groups’ work from before and turn it into full display…who was he, why was he here…discovery and conclusions/
pictures/maps etc.

•

Hurlers Stone Circle…what was it, why was it built? Building on the work done by other groups last time we met.

•

How did Bronze Age people live? Building on work from last time: maps, pictures, role-play, hot-seating?

•

Giant illustrated timeline of prehistory…stone age, bronze age, Iron age: dates, typical finds from that time

•

What else did Bronze Age people build? How did they bury their dead? Where?

•

The Rillaton Cup challenge. Tell the story of the Rillaton Cup as a series of tableaux, story boards, role-play or even a video.

•

Bodmin Moor… a guide to other archaeological sites you can visit…maps, pictures

•

Planning and designing a visitor centre for The Hurlers. Students design maps, guide, souvenirs and the building to house visitor centre and its
content.

•

Producing a guidebook to archaeological sites you can visit nearby…suitable for a child to us.

Post-visit challenge - 1

The archaeology of Bodmin
Moor
Create maps and a guide to the
archaeological sites you can visit
on Bodmin Moor

Post-visit challenge - 2

Planning and designing a visitor
centre for The Hurlers.
Imagine you have been give load of money to
build a visitor centre at Minions, to help visitors
understand the Hurlers before they go to the
actual site
•
•
•
•
•

Design the building
What would visitors see and do there?
How much would it cost to go in?
What sorts of things could they buy there?
Try designing the Hurlers souvenirs and guide
books.

Visit follow-up activity: Designing a visitor centre and
booklets for the site

Post-visit challenge - 2

A good visit follow up activity which also encourages students to think
about:
Who “owns” the past?
How should sites like this be cared for?
How can a site like this best be presented to visitors?
What do different visitors to the site want from it?

Class is split into groups of four. The groups are given this challenge:
You are the owners of The You have won Heritage Lottery Funding to design and build a visitor centre for
visitors to the Hurlers Stone Circles in the next field. This will explain the site to visitors before and after
their visit. It can contain a museum, a shop, cafe and toilets, cinema and anything else that helps visitors to
enjoy and understand their visit to this site. You have three hours to design this centre and the information
leaflet about the site that will be given to each visitor, free of charge.
Design a display that shows all of your ideas...including what the building should look like, how people move
through it, what they do when they are there and what sorts of things they will be able to buy in the shop after the visit.

Post-visit challenge - 3

Produce a guidebook to archaeological
sites you can visit near to school…
suitable for a child to use.
•

•

•

Include The Hurlers, St Cleer Well, Trethevy
Quoit and any other sites you think are important
Think about how the booklet is laid out, the
pictures you use.
Think about your audience and make your booklet
suitable for them

How do archaeologists work?
Post-visit challenge - 4

•

•

•

Create a display that explains, using examples from your own studies
over the past few sessions, how archaeologists work
You could set up a puzzle with clues for the reader to solve, a bit like
the Bin Bag mystery
You could, if you’re feeling brave, include a
chance to interview an “archaeologist”,
with one of your team hot-seating as an archaeologist, answering questions from a another group or from adult visitors.

Post-visit challenge - 5

Tollund Man mystery
Take your work from before and turn it into full
display…who was he, why was he here…discovery and
conclusions/ pictures/maps etc.

Post-visit challenge - 6

Hurlers Stone Circles: What were they for, why
were they built?
•

•

Build on the work done by your own and other
groups in the last session.
Prepare a display that includes the most likely
explanations, that will tell people who nothing at all
about the subject what they need to know to make
their own decision.

How did Bronze Age people live?
Post-visit challenge - 7

•

•

•

•

Create a display that explains to people who know
nothing about this subject how people lived in this
area 4000 years ago
Build on the work from our earlier session.
You could include maps, models, pictures, role-play,
even hot-seating.
Include information on everyday life food/houses/
clothing/farming) to their spiritual life and beliefs

Giant illustrated timeline of prehistory

Post-visit challenge - 8

Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age
•

•

•

Create a timeline that shows the dates, typical finds
from each period and local places where you can see examples.
Think big...you could even make a timeline so large that
people can walk along it.
You could have members of the group pretending to be
from the different perios who talk to visitors as they
pass-by

Post-visit challenge - 9

What else did Bronze Age people build?
Our study has focussed on the Hurlers stone circles, but there
are many other types of buildings left from the bronze age.
•

Apart from stone circles, what else did these people
construct? Are there any examples of these locally?

•

What did these things look like?

•

How did they bury their dead? Where?

•

Create a display that answers these questions for visitors to
your exhibition

Post-visit challenge - 10

The Rillaton Cup challenge.
•

•

Tell the story of the Rillaton Cup as a series of
tableaux, story boards, role-play or a short radio
programme or video.
Include the history of the cup as a
bronze age burial object; the
building of the barrow; legends
associated with the barrow; how
the cup was discovered, lost and
then rediscovered.

